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Abstract

The objective of this study, “Improving the Judicial Approach in Human Trafficking
Criminal Procedure Law through revised Interpretation at the Discretion of the Court,
a Comparative Study between Thailand and Foreign Countries” is to analyze the issues concerning
the application and interpretation of human trafficking criminal procedure law. To conduct the
study, extensive analysis was completed in both Thai and foreign textbooks, laws and papers, in
specifically: the provision regarding the definition of human trafficking, discretion in the
assessment of compensation, the new principle of giving essential and useful information in order
to suppress the commission of the human trafficking offence as well as guide lines to apply the
inquisitorial system to the amendment of plaint and the trial in absentia. The results show that 1)
the interpretation of the definition of the human trafficking case does not cover a person who
purchase sexual services, 2) The assessment of compensation to the victim of human trafficking is
considered a new regulation which pushes responsibility to the court to take initiative, but there is
yet to be a precedent standard references or solid practice for the regulation, 3) The exercise of
judicial discretion to assess compensation to the victim does not have a standard practice nor
guidance and 4) Lawsuit verification and taking evidence in absentia does not conform to the
standard practice of the inquisitorial system. In addition to the results of the study, the
recommendation is to improve and clarify the practice of such issues as provided in this study,

including the mentioned legal provision which should bind the sex buyer and the explicit principle
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of trial of the said case in order to achieve the purpose of law enforcement which is to effectively

prevent and suppress human trafficking crimes.

Keywords: interpretation, human trafficking
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