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ABSTRACT

The study of the development of farmers’ beef cattle raising career by
employing knowledge management procedures in the case studies of Bangruad
district and Khumuang district beef cattle raising groups, Buriram Province was a
qualitative-quantitative research design and it was a part of research learning and
instruction for animal science students, faculty of Agricultural Technology, Buriram
Rajabhat University. The objectives of this research were 1) to find out the context of
farmers’ beef cattle raising groups in Buriram province, 2) to study the development
of farmers’ beef cattle raising by applying knowledge management procedures, and 3)
to investigate the satisfaction of farmers using knowledge management procedures
for developing their career. The research samples were farmers from two beef cattle
groups: twenty farmers from Ban Khokglang, Khumaung subdistrict, Khumang
district and thirty-nine farmers from Ban Nongtakhian, Bangruad subdistrict,

Bangruad district selected by purposive sampling.

Questionnaires were instruments to collect quantitative data and it was
analyzed by descriptive statistics. Public hearing was a technique to collect
qualitative data and it was concluded through content analysis.

The results revealed that beef cattle raising condition of farmers from both
groups in the present was better alteration than the past. Main career of farmers was
rice farming and the supplementary career was raising cattle. The average income per
family was 7,942 baht. Each family owned 22 rais of agricultural land, 6 beef cattle
consisting of 4 Native cattle, and 2 Native-Brahman crossbred 2 heads. Ban
Khokglang group had 1 Charolais crossbred but Ban Nongtakhian group did not have

any. The farmers’ experience of raising cattle in average was 8 years. They raised the
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cattle by releasing them to graze in the field and eat supplemented rice straw and
green grass kept in heap after harvesting and grown in backyard, respectively.

Farmer bought complete feeds and few farmers sometimes fed it to cattle.
Some farmers gave mineral blocks to their cattle and the natural water resource was
available for cattle.

Farmer would feed rice straw and green grass together as well as fed
concentrate and minerals. The percentage average per body weight of green grass was
10, rice straw was 3 and concentrate was 1. Feeding period of cattle was 07.00 in the
morning, 13.00 in the afternoon and 18.00 in the evening.

Cattle was vaccinated every year as well as dewormed. The disease often
found was Foot and Mouth Disease. Farmers killed the worms by using lvomec and
Piperazine. Furthermore, farmers used herbal plants to cure the cattle and prevent
diseases.

In the aspect of market channel, farmers from Ban Nongtakhian sold cattle
easier than farmers from Ban Khokglang. They sold cattle to middleman who came in
the village. The price of cattle was agreed by sight evaluation in body weight and
price and then evaluated to price per kilogram. Male cattle price was higher than
female cattle. The average price per head of native cattle was 33 baht, native
Brahman crossbred was 40 baht and Charolais crossbred was 45 baht.

Problems and obstacles of farmers in raising cattle were inadequate
knowledge of cattle breeds, insufficient forage crops, lack of academic knowledge in
farm management, lack of academic knowledge in disease prevention and treatment,
and low price in selling.

The development of beef cattle raising career started by using knowledge
management procedures from core competencies in cattle breeds, cattle improvement,
cattle feeding, cattle earning, disease prevention-treatment, cattle marketing through
public hearing technique to define 5 ladder steps of knowledge assets, and confirming
current step of both groups. The findings enclosed that current ladder step of
knowledge in cattle raising of Ban Nongtakhian farmers was lower than Ban
Khokglang farmers. Therefore, Ban Nongtakhian farmers have gained knowledge
from sharing of Ban Khokglang farmers.
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The satisfaction of farmers from both groups in using knowledge
management procedures for developing their career and in knowledge gained was at a
high level and was at high level in every item.

The suggestions of this research were the need of cattle group setting must
come from farmers, the government must support, provide academic knowledge, farm
management, convince farmers to do cattle raising career, and promote farmers to set

sustainable net work career.

Keywords: Beef Cattle Raising Career Beef Cattle Raiser Group Knowledge

Management
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