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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were 1) to study historical background of the Pi Phat ensembles
in Nang Rong district, Buriram province and 2) to study transmission process of local Pi Phat instructors in
Nang Rong District, Buriram province. Qualitative research methodology was used to collect data from
interviewing and observing three Pi Phat instructors namely Mr. Singh Thong Puangpan,
Mr. Damrongsag Punvihan and Mr. Aang Prapphai. The data were collected from November 2017 to
May 2018. The instrument used in this research was interview forms (Index Item — Objective
Congruence (IOC) at 0.84.) The data were collected from document research and informal interviews.
Data analysis was presented in tabular form while the results were presented using descriptive
analysis.

The results of the research were as follows:

1) The traditional Pi Phat ensembles were established in Ban Khaow, Sadao sub-
district, Nang Rong district, Buriram province. The first Pi Phat instructor, Khun Laung Pradit, who
came from Cambodia and passed through Nang Rong district. He taught Pi Phat playing to local
people in Nang Rong district. Kru Yang (unidentified last name), the first Pi Phat disciple, had got
whole Pi Phat knowledges as Khun Laung Pradit. Kru Yang had propagated Pi Phat to local people,
his disciples and relative. Kru Muang Lewkul was Kru Yang’s disciple, who had got equivalent talent

to Kru Yang. Kru Dam, a musician of Thai traditional dramatic performance (Likay) from Nakhon



Ratchasima province, had showed Likay in Nang Rong. Furthermore, Kru Dam had taught Pi Phat to
the musicians in Nang Rong. Moreover, he had shared the musical exchanges to each other.

2) The local Pi Phat instructions had similar knowledge transmission processes.
These focused on basic practices including; stick holding techniques, appropriate sitting (illustrated
by instructors), duo-squad practices and finger management techniques. This allowed their fellow
musicians to get used to the sounds of the performance. When they could play the duo-squad and
do finger management techniques proficiently, they would continue on to other processes. These
included the brief 2-layer songs, the overtures, and other medley and ceremonial performances.
The transfer process can be concluded as follows : 1) asking to be ready, 2) the beginning of the
practice, 3) performance practice and 4) the measurement. Furthermore, they were also taught about
virtue and morality of being a good musician. The music was performed at homes, temples and music

clubs.
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