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This research aimed 1) to study factors affecting 
socialization leading to ways of being a citizen 
under constitutional monarchy of people in the lower 
northeastern region of Thailand, 2) to establish patterns 
of their socialization, and 3) to affirm the patterns. The 
population and samples consisted of 350 people from 
eight distinctive democratic model villages in the lower 
northeastern region of Thailand. The data were collected 
via a questionnaire and analyzed with a package computer 
program. The developed patterns were formed by using 
Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) and Pearson’s 
correlation, and these patterns were verified by 30 
experts. The findings were as follows: 1) The factors found 
in the research area were democratic behavior factor 
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(0.30), democratic idealism factor (0.21), knowledge on 
democrat factor (0.20), and attitude toward democracy 
factor (0.12), respectively. 2) The patterns found in this 
research were development on democrat behaviors, 
development on democrat idealism, and development 
on attitudes toward democracy, etc.  3) All factors were 
found in the aforementioned patterns with the mean at 
3.51–5.00. Thirty-three out of 38 characteristics of the 
patterns were verified by the experts.  

Problem Statement and Significance of Research 
Over the past 80 years, Thailand’s democracy has failed due to its lack 
of the focusing on system and people development (Thawanarumitkun, 
2002). Not only that, the patron-client system, discrimination, 
reluctance to express ideas, and being inattentive to the importance 
of people’s participation in social and nation building also lead to 
the above problem (Tantisunthon , 2011, 16-17). However, in many 
democratic countries, this problem has been solved by taking action 
to developing people to become “citizenship” which finally causes the 
success of democracy system, (Subcommittee on Educational Reform 
in the Second Decade in the development of education to establish 
a good citizenship, 2001, p.8-9.) As a result, resolving Thailand’s 
democracy failure must focus on encouraging the citizen to participate 
in the administration activities and to realize the country problems 
(Hlaothammathat, 2011).  

The present research aimed to study the Best Practice of distinctive 
democratic villages in the lower northeastern region of Thailand 
(Nakhon Ratchasrima, Chaiyapoom, Buriram, and Surin) in order to 
establish the appropriate socialization patterns. It was also carried out 
to create the citizen network and establish people’s participation in the 
study of political education and eventually people become good citizens 
through the process of socialization by governmental institution, family 
institution, religious institution and educational institution. 

Research Objectives

Patterns of Socialization Leading to Ways of Being a Citizen Under Constitutional Monarchy of People in Lower Northern Region of Thailand
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This research had three primary aims as follows:  
1. To study factor affecting patterns of socialization leading to the ways 
of being a citizen under constitutional monarchy of people in the lower 
north-eastern region of Thailand (Nakhon Ratchasrima, Chaiyapoom, 
Buriram, and Surin). 
2. To establish the patterns of socialization leading to the ways of 
being a citizen under constitutional monarchy of people in the lower 
north-eastern region of Thailand (Nakhon Ratchasrima, Chaiyapoom, 
Buriram, and Surin).
3. To affirm the patterns of socialization leading to the ways of being a 
citizen under constitutional monarchy of people in lower north-eastern 
region of Thailand (Nakhon Ratchasrima, Chiyapoon, Buriram, and 
Surin). 

Scope of the Study
The researchers stated scope of the study as follows:  
1. Research Methodology Scope 
This research divided into 3 periods: The first period was a quantitative 
research which aimed to study the factors leading to patterns of socialization; 
the second period was a quantitative research aimed to establish the 
patterns of socialization; and the third period borrowed the concept of both 
quantitative and qualitative research to affirm the patterns of socialization 
by the experts. 

2. Population, Samples and Variables 
2.1 Population, samples and variables in the first period were 2,811 
villagers from distinctive democratic villages in the lower northeastern 
region of Thailand (Nakhon Ratchasrima, Chaiyapoom, Buriram, and 
Surin), (Department of Provincial Administration, 2016, 1). 350 people 
were selected as the samples by using Taro Yamane formula (1967). 
2.2 The variables in this present research were:
1. Independent variables were the roles of socialization by governmental 
institution, family institution, temple or religious institution, and school 
or educational institution. 
2. Middle variables were democracy knowledge, democracy attitudes, 
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democracy ideology, and democracy behavior. 
3. Dependent variables were about being a citizen under constitutional 
monarchy of people in the lower northeastern region of Thailand. The 
researchers synthesized the ideas of Wiphatphummiprathet’s (2013), 
Tantisunthon’s (2011), Thawanarumitkun’s (2012), Burikun et al’s 
(2012), and Hlaothammathat’s (2011) and could obtain 10 dependent 
variables including rationality, equality, majority, willingness, 
respecting the rules, respecting the right of others, focusing on peaceful 
means, social responsibility, sacrifice, and showing athletic spirit. 
2.3 The second period was to establish the patterns of socialization 
by employing Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) and Pearson 
Correlation at the significant level of .05.
2.4 The third period was to affirm the patterns of socialization by 30 
experts who were purposively selected. 
2.5 The researchers determined eight distinctive democratic villages in 
the lower northeastern region of Thailand as the area of conducting the 
present research. 

Research Procedure 
The first period of this research was a quantitative research which aimed 
to study the factors affecting patterns of socialization leading to the 
ways of being a citizen under constitutional monarchy of people in the 
lower northeastern region. 350 villagers were selected as the samples in 
this study by employing Taro Yamane formula (1967) and multi-stage 
sampling. Data were collected via a questionnaire and analyzed by 
using descriptive statistics including frequency, percentage, average, 
and standard deviation. The second period was a quantitative research 
which aimed to establish the patterns of socialization leading to the ways 
of being a citizen under constitutional monarchy. Structural Equation 
Modeling: SEM and Pearson Correlation were used to analyze the data 
at significant level of .05. The third period was to affirm the patterns of 
socialization by 30 experts selected by purposive sampling. 

Research Results
1. Factors affecting the patterns of socialization leading to the ways of 
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being a citizen under constitutional monarchy of people in the lower 
northeastern region of Thailand (Nakhon Ratchasrima, Chaiyapoom, 
Buriram, and Surin) were democratic behavior factor (path coefficient at 
0.30), democratic idealism factor (path coefficient at  0.21), knowledge 
on democrat factor (path coefficient at 0.20), attitude towards democracy 
factor (path coefficient at 0.12), school or educational institution 
socialization factor (path coefficient at 0.14), family with indirect 
effect socialization factor (path coefficient at 0.07), and governmental 
institution socialization factor (path coefficient at 0.04) respectively. 
While religious socialization factor did not affect the patterns of 
socialization leading to the ways of being citizen under constitutional 
monarchy of people in north-eastern region with statistical significance 
at 0.5. The hypothesis was analyzed by employing Structural Equation 
Modeling: SEM as the model was presented below:

Table 1:  Adjusted LISREL Model

2. The patterns of socialization leading to the ways of being a citizen 
under constitutional monarchy of people in the lower north-eastern 
region of Thailand were the followings: the development on democrat 
behaviors, the development on democrat idealism, the development on 
attitudes toward democracy, the development on socialization by school 
or educational institution, the development on democrat knowledge, 
the development on socialization by governmental institution, the 
development on socialization by family, and the development on 
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socialization by religious institution.     

3. Out of 38, 33 patterns of socialization leading to the ways of being 
a citizen under constitutional monarchy of people in the lower 
northeastern region of Thailand qualified the verification with the 
mean at 3.51-5.00. They were 3 behavioral patterns, 3 ideological 
patterns, 3 attitude patterns, 6 patterns of socialization by religious 
constitution, 5 patterns of knowledge, 3 patterns of socialization by 
governmental constitution, and 5 patterns of socialization by family 
constitution.  

Discussion
1. The factors affecting the patterns of socialization leading to the ways 
of being a citizen under constitutional monarchy of people in the lower 
northeastern region of Thailand (Nakhon Ratchasrima, Chaiyapoom, 
Buriram, and Surin) could be discussed as follows: 

1.1. Behavioral Factors:  It was found that behaviors affecting 
the ways of being a citizen under constitutional monarchy were 
behavior in the ways of going by the laws and regulations, 
respecting the right of others, accepting others’ opinions, and 
responsibility of the assigned duty. This was similar to Bunsuwan 
(1997) who opined that the constitution providing protection and 
promoting the democratic of Thai people were behavior of rights 
and duties, behavior of law and regulation, and behavior of political 
participation.  
1.2 Ideological Factors: It was found that the ideological factors 
affecting patterns of socialization leading to the ways of being a 
citizen under constitutional monarchy were democracy ideology, 
careful use of wisdom, being unbiased in punishment, praising 
or rewarding , and reasoning.  Similarly, Samutwanit (1981) 
explained that the democracy ideology should consist of faith in 
human’s ability, intelligence on human’s reason, beliefs  of right 
and freedom to express opinions, human’s voices, integration, and 
people’s beliefs of right and freedom to help other accomplish the 
objectives.    

Patterns of Socialization Leading to Ways of Being a Citizen Under Constitutional Monarchy of People in Lower Northern Region of Thailand
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1.3 Attitude Factors: It was shown that the attitudes factors affecting 
patterns of socialization leading to the ways of being a citizen 
under constitutional monarchy were respecting human beings and 
the right of others, beliefs in giving reason, beliefs in democracy 
promoting equal coexistence without comparing with caste, gender, 
age, religion, residence, or education etc., and beliefs in rules of 
law. This was in line with Jomhongpipat (2009) who stated that 
local leaders with a training model to enhance knowledge, attitude 
and democratic political participation showed their democratic 
political knowledge scores beyond the threshold. As well as, their 
mean scores of democracy knowledge after training was higher 
than their pre-trainings. 
1.4 Educational Institution Factors: The results revealed that 
educational institution affected the patterns of socialization 
leading to the ways of being a citizen under constitutional 
monarchy. Those educational institution factors were problem 
solving, consultation and mutual agreement, cooperative working, 
accepting other’s opinion, respecting community and law 
regulations, being democratic educational personnel, encouraging 
social and public activities, reasoning, and showing athletic spirit. 
This was similar to Adiwathanasit et al. (1997) who explained 
that school or educational institution was the most representative 
of formal patterns of socialization. Teachers were responsible for 
formal social development by promoting social participation and 
the benefits of sacrifice etc. This shared more or less the same as 
Adiwathanasit et al. and Khunupakhan (2004) who conducted the 
research about Psychosocial Antecedents of Democratic Behaviors 
of Students at Rajabhat Institutes. The research results showed that 
high democratic attitude students at Rajabhat Institutes had higher 
attitude towards democratic behavior than low democratic attitude 
students.   
1.5 Cognitive Factors: The research results showed that cognitive 
factors affected the patterns of socialization leading to the ways 
of being a citizen under constitutional monarchy. Those cognitive 
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factors were the understanding of the rights and freedoms as 
citizens, realizing the importance of social participation, the 
implementation of policies,  activities or projects of the government 
according to people’s intention, and participating in the inspection 
of governmental institutions. 
1.6 Governmental Institution Factors: The research results revealed 
that governmental institution factors offered people’s opportunities 
to recognize the governmental democracy process, highlight the 
participation in responsibility or expressing ideas, promote creative 
thinking, let people get involved in informing the governmental 
news, determine the clear service, respect other’s right and 
equality, and promote unity and share people’s responsibility in the 
community. 
1.7 Family Institution Factors: The results showed that family 
institution factor was the model for driving social democratic 
development by fostering democratic values, reasoning, realizing 
the importance of social benefits, decision making, establishing 
love, generosity, sincerity and sacrifice in the family, creating 
inspiration, giving rewards and punishment, establishing self-
reliance in democracy primary learning, and improving social 
behavior. This was similar to Prapromkunakon (2011) who 
explained that principles of parenting in a Buddhist family 
institution affected the existence of moral principle in the family 
including the relationship among the family members and the role 
of parents and children or the role of the brethren. This was the 
same as the study of Kunupakan (2004) who conducted the research 
about Psycho-social Antecedents of Democratic Behaviors of 
Students at Rajabhat Institutes. It was shown that democracy in 
the family, high school or even Rajabhat Institutes was related to 
student characteristics. 

2. The research results also revealed the development of the patterns of 
socialization leading to the ways of being a citizen under constitutional 
monarchy of people in the lower northeastern region of Thailand 
(Nakhon Ratchasrima, Chaiyapoom, Buriram, and Surin) as follows: 
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2.1 The development on democrat behaviors: The behaviors that 
should have been developed were respecting the other’s rights 
and rules, promoting the legal practice, and promoting political 
participation bringing about the democracy development. 
2.2 The development on democrat idealism: It was found that 
to develop ideology was to emphasize self-determination in the 
democratic system, promote the right and freedom of the individual, 
and to establish the equality in a society. 
2.3 The development on attitudes toward democracy: The research 
results showed the importance of promoting ways of democracy 
learning for people, learning development to construct democracy 
experience, establishing the patterns of learning center for people, 
and promoting the values of democracy in order to recognize the 
benefits of democracy in order to help promote the nation progress.  
2.4 The development on socialization by school or educational 
institution: The research results revealed the development on 
socialization by school or educational institution as follows:  
to highlight the importance of knowledge by establishing 
democracy process, foster teenagers to understand democratic 
principles, develop a knowledge transfer model, and establish 
the measurement of the democratic principles acknowledgement, 
establish the commitment and democracy faith, and be a good 
model in democracy system.
2.5 The development on socialization by religious institution: The 
results in this present research showed that this factor indirectly 
affected the ways of being a citizen under constitutional monarchy. 
However, it was necessary to develop morality and ethics in order 
to strengthen the democratic community, enhance the efficiency 
of cultivating belief in democracy, and promote democratic social 
activities in accordance with the present issues.
2.6 Knowledge development: The research results showed that it 
was recognized to promote right and freedom thoroughly, develop 
people equality at all levels, establish people’s participation, create 
democratic assertion, and establish the scope of knowledge in 
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democracy power. 
2.7 The development on socialization by a society or governmental 
institution: The results highlighted the importance of development 
of democratic policy for people, the development of access 
governmental information, and the equality of service development. 
2.8 The development on socialization by family institution: It was 
showed that to develop the patterns of socialization through family 
institution were as the following: develop educational training, 
develop reasoning in analytical thinking, develop good relationship 
among family members, promote opportunities of becoming self-
reliant for family members, develop controlling plan, and create 
inspiration to stimulate creativity for family members.

3. Out of 38 patterns of socialization, covered 8 aspects of the factors, 
33 patterns of socialization were verified by the experts. Those patterns 
were, for instance, promoting the right and freedom, promoting 
the ways of going by the laws, establishing the commitment and 
democracy faith etc. This was in line with Fodsungnoen, (2015) who 
studied the factors influencing the democratic way of life among State-
Family-Religion-School in the Central Northeast Thailand (Roi-Et, 
Khonkhaen, Mahasarakham, and Kalasin. The results showed that out 
of  36 patterns of socialization influencing the democratic way of life of 
people in the Central Northeast Thailand, 34 patterns of socialization 
qualified the verification.

Recommendations
1. Recommendations for applying research results

1.1 The research results help develop patterns of socialization at 
any levels of educational institution in order to develop democratic 
classroom instruction, to establish the commitment and democracy 
faith, and to be a good model in a democracy system. 
1.2 The research results help develop patterns of socialization 
by religious institution, and also develop ethics and democratic 
principles, promote social activities, and promote community 
support through integration in religious principles.
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1.3 The research results help develop patterns of socialization 
by family institutions, define democratic public policy, improve 
governmental information accessing to the public, and improve the 
service equality. 
1.4 The research results help develop patterns of socialization by 
family institution. It was highlighted development of education 
training, development of reasoning in analytical thinking, 
establishing the good relationship among family members, 
promoting self-Reliance opportunities, and establishing inspiration 
to stimulate the family members to have creative thinking.

2.  Recommendation for further studies 
2.1 It is important to study the patterns of socialization by family 
institution, religious institution, and educational institution leading 
to the ways of being a citizen under democracy by focusing on the 
action research.  
2.2 It is important to study the process of empowering democracy 
in order to reinforce community empowerment by emphasizing the 
action research. 
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