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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were 1) to study the components of political leadership
characteristics effecting voting decisions of people in the lower northeast of Thailand, 2) to study the
importance of the components of political leadership characteristics effecting voting decisions of
people in the lower northeast of Thailand, 3) to use empirical data and to test the relationship model of
the political leadership characteristics effecting voting decisions of people in the lower northeast of
Thailand, and 4) to check the invariant of the relationship model of the components of political
leadership characteristics effecting voting decisions between people in urban and rural areas in the
lower northeast of Thailand. The samples used in this research included 1,100 eligible voters in the
ELower Northeastern. They were drawn from 20 constituencies both in urban and rural, through a multi
stage random sampling.

This study used mixed research methods. The research procedure was divided into two main
steps. The first step is to develop the draft relationship model of the political leadership characteristics
effecting voting decisions of people in the lower northeast of Thailand through interview and focus
group. The second is to test of the relationship model of political leadership characteristics effecting
voting decisions of people in the lower northeast of Thailand against the empirical data by using
structural equation modeling.

The study concluded that the political leadership characteristics effecting voting decisions of
people in the lower northeast of Thailand prioritized by the weighting of the 5 components, consisted

of vision, ethics, trust, competence and patronage.



The investigation of the political leadership characteristics effecting voting decisions of the
Lower Northeastern people revealed to be consistent with y * = 539.19, df= 100, P =0.000, RMSEA =
0.068, GFT=0.94, NFI=0.98, and CN=214.94. It demonstrated the consistency of the hypothesis
model according to the hypothesis and the empirical data at an acceptable level. Besides, the research

found the stability of the relationship model of the components of political leadership characteristics
effecting voting decisions between people in urban and rural areas.



