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ART STYLES AND BELIEFS IN KHMER-CULTURE CERAMICS
IN THAILAND
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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the art styles of Khmer-culture ceramics and
analyze the relationship between styles of art and iconography of Khmer-culture ceramics
in Thailand by direct and inference comparison.

It was found that most of Khmer=eulture ceramics were produced during 10" -
13" century. Many types oftheir art styles;wereyquite closely related to Chinese ceramics
of the Five dynasty and Sung.dynasty. Furthermore, some)Khmer ceramics, such as water
pots, also looked like the pot called-“Kmandalu” and “Kalasa® of \India's sacred water
containers and some,Khmer cerami¢s were similar to,the figures of\wvessels found as
decorative figures)in religious temple in"Java such as the “‘elephant=foot” jar. From the
iconographic studys At was' found that the!relationship between styles, of art and
iconography of Khmer-culture ‘ceramics both in/ “Tantfa” Mahayana Buddhism and
Hinduism. They /could-be \divided into three categories: “decorations of architecture,
religioustsculptures “and \ritual objects:<Most of -them 'were distinguished from those in
other cultures jin-that they contained-unique .images, patterns and designs such|as men,
animals, and others that close/iconographic study. It is thus possible|that these utensils
were intended for courts or religious fituals, They werealso-used by priests and the upper

classes rather than-by ordinary people.

Keywords:Ceramic, Khmerware, Belief, Iconography
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