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BELIEF AND RITUAL VARIETIES IN EXORCISM :A CASE STUDY OF BAN JARN

VILLAGE, BAN JARN.SUB - DISTRICT, PUTTHAISONG DISTRICT,
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ABSTRACT
This research aimed : 1) to investigate the components and steps of rituals in exorcism at Jan

Village, Putthaisong District, Buriram Province ; 2) to examine the relationship between the beliefs
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and rituals in exorcism toward Jan village people’s ways of life ; 3) to find out the influences of
beliefs and rituals in exorcism toward the relationship of Jan village people’s ways of life ; and 4)

to study how to preserve the rituals in exorcism in order to develop the local community.

The results were as_follows«

1. Rituals in.exorcism are base on the beliefs.of supernatural things,including, Ghost bad
spirits and gods. All-kinds of sickness, accident;-suffering and-happiness of human being could be
brought about by/ them

2./ Beliefs andsrituals in exorcism are intermixed between Hinduism,and Buddhism which
are still popular.and important in Jan village

3. Beliefs /and rituals in\exorcism can be clagsified into 3 types : 1) Brahmist ritual in
exorcism which is believed) in, magic things and gods’ combined between Brahmanism and
Buddhism;2) Local Buddhist ritual-in-exorcismwhich-is performed using Pali language in sermon
and can be performed' by-oneself“witheut the Brahman-;“And 3) Grand ritual in|exorcism
performed as the important occasions'in the villages-which is invited-all villagers to take part.

The components of rituals-in exorcism were as follows :

1) Peopleritualpractitioner, ritual practitionist.and observers.

2)_Ritual offerings which may-be differentupto the needs-and wants of the, traditions and

cultures of eachlocal community.

3) v Time. and ogccasionsof ~rituals—in- exorcism. depending onthe requirement of
practictionists which ‘could be their-birthday, auspicious age and impertant day performed on

Tuesdays, Thursdays and, Saturdays.

4) Ritual sites which may be theresidence—of ‘the practitonist or up to the practitioner’s
requirement.

5) Ritual function which is the heart-of theritual in exorcism. After preparing the ritual

P S

P23

was used to hold the practitionist’s wrist after the sermon ended. Finally, the ritual offering

offerings, the practitionist must follow. the suggestions“of the practitioner strictly. The hol-

left out of the village at the crossroad. Do not take a glance after leaving out the ritual offerings.
The rituals in exorcism is still acceptable and influence on the ways of life of Jan villagers
it gives the moral supports for the sickness and problems which may occur in the future of people. It

is also behaved that it can make the sick people to stay longer. However, it does not prove that the
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ritual can help protect the bad things. It is still accepted and influence on the ways of life villagers
up to the present time.

Keywords: Beliefs and rituals in exorcism, Ritual, ways of life villagers
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