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ABSTRACT
The purposes of this research were: 1) to study the causes of poverty; 2)
to investigate the poverty indicators; and 3) to find out the guidelines to solve the
poverty of poor people working as the employees in the rice mills in Chumhed

subdistrict, Muang district, Buriram province. The target groups were 50 poor
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people working as the employees in 3 rice mills, selected by purposive sampling
technique. The research instruments were the structured interview, the field
observation and the in-depth interview. The data were analyzed by using
percentage. The results were as follows:

1. The causes of the poverty were most from the poverty, ranking from
the most to the least” found were-“The. incomés.were less than the expenses”,
followed by “Fhey have to.be highly responsiblelof theirfamilies”, “The members
of their families ‘eannot-b¢ _self-reliance”, “Having.the “loan debts for their
expenses”“They had“had low education’), “Laeking.of the land for making a
living” ¢« “Lacking” of the capitalsfor /investment, in other. occupations”, and
“Preferring alcoholic drinking, smoking  cigarette and playing ‘gambles”. In
addition, the'environment of their houses+is not suitable which can be'the place to
spread out/the diseases, Therefore, this can-be affected on'their health and works.
These poverties were found-individual cause:

2. The-poverty indicators —ranking from the most to the least were: 1)
The education-was-found that most-of them havelow-education or uneducated so
that they lacked of knowledge and skills, for working;2) The occupation was
found that most of them do not have their ownr lands se-that they have to/work as
employees;=3) The income was_found that' most of them have only one way of
incomes but-they hayve many-expenses-such:as foods, medication and debts, etc.;
4) The health was found that most-of themface with the!breathing system diseases
such_as“allergy, pneumoconiosis-and-asthma because the environment of the rice
mills ig full of dust and they do not know how to protect'themselves/in the correct
ways; 5) The government-welare-was-found that'most of \them/do not get any
welfares from the gevernment but they receive the health insurance project from
the ministry of public health; 6) The debt~was feund that they have much more
debts which are from|their expenses such as nonformal loan system, debts from
groceries, etc. ; 7) The habitant-environment was“found that their houses are not
correct in hygienic conditions; 8)“The changing of the climates and natural
disasters was found that the natural disasters as drought and floods are altered
with the natural climates which can be the obstacles in agricultures; 9) The
economic crisis and the changing of the world product costs were found that the

prices of the goods and cost of living are increased but they still receive the same
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incomes which are effected on the cost of living and members of their families;
10) The dilapidation of natural resources was found that the changing and
destruction of the climates and natural disasters as lacking of community forests,
drought and distillated soil are effected on the ways of poor people’s lives
concerning with natures.

3. The guidelines’ to solvesthe poverty~of poor people working as the
employees insthe rice mills-were: 1) Toesolveithe preblems by their owns by
changing stheir drinking .and .smeking_behaviors; andwapplying the sufficient
economy ptinciple fordiving; 2) The employers, should.inctease,the poor people’s
incomes in order to afford their present expenses; 3) The government should give
more €ducation opportunity to the poor people to gainimore knowledge and skills
for their works; '4) The local politicat organizations’should support the budget for
constructing the poor people’s-houses-and the publie’health officials should give
theh more knowledge in protection-and taking care the poor peoplethemselves as
well as' the environmental preservation;=5) The government should give the poor
people more welfares and_social-insurance to.suppert their health problems that
will be happened in the futute; and’6) The government should solve the economic
problems and the changing| of product costs in-the world market which is effected

on the poverty problems.
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