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THE BELIEFS AND RITUAL VARIETIES IN EXORCISM:
A CASE STUDY OF BAN JARN VILLAGE
BAN JARN SUB-DISTRICT PUTTHAISONG DISTRICT

BURIRAM PROVINCE
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ABSTRACT

This research aimed : 1) to investigate the components and steps of rituals in exorcism
at Jan Village, Putthaisong district, Buricam province ; 2} to examine the relationship between
the beliefs and rituals in exorcism toward Jan village peopie’s ways of life; 3) to find out
the influences of beliefs and ritvals in exorcism toward the relationship of Jan viidage
people’s ways of life; and 4) to study how 1o preserve the rituals in exorcism m order
to develop the local community.

The results were as follows :

1. Ritals in exorcism are based on the belicfs of supernairal things, includimg, ghost,
bad spirits and Gods. All kinds of sickness, accident, suffering and happiness of human being
could be brought sbout by them.

2. Beliefs and ¢imals in exorcism are intermixed between Hinduism and Buddhism
which are still popular and important in Jan village.

3. Beliefs and rituals in exorcism can be classified nto 3 types: 1) Brahmist ritual in
exorcism  which is believed in magic things and Gods combined between Brahmanism and
Buddhism ; 2) Local Buddhist ritwal in exorcism which is performed using Pali langnage in
sermon amd can be performed by oneself without the Brahman-;. and 3) Grand ritual in
exorcism performed as the important occasions in the villages which is mvited all villagers 1o
take part.



The componenis of rituals in exorcism were as follows :

1} People : ritual practitioner, ritnal practitionist and observers.

2) Ritual offerings which may be different depending on the needs and wants of the
traditions and cultures of each local community.

3) Time and occasions of rituals in exoscism depending on the requirement of
practictionists which could be their birthday, auspicious age and important day performed on
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.

4) Ritual sites which may be the residence of the practitionist depending to the
practitioner’s requirement.

S) Ritua) function which is the heart of the rital in exorcism. After preparing the
ritval offerings, the practitionist must follow the snggestions of the practitioner strictly. The
holymbewasusedmholdﬂlcpmcﬁﬁnuist’swﬂstaﬁerthewmmadedﬁmny,thc
ritual offerings were left out of the village at the crossroad. Do not take a glance after leaving
out the ritual offerings.

The rtuals in exorcism is still acceptable and influence on the ways of life of Jan
villagers. It gives the moral supposts for the sickness and obstacles which may occwr n the
future of people. It is alse behaved that it can make the sick people io stay longer. However,
it does mot prove that the ritual can help protect the bad things. It is still accepted
and influence on the ways of life villagers up to the present time.
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