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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this qualitative research were to explore patterns,
processes, and factors that affected tourist behavior«in Buddhist tourism. In order to
achieve the objectives-of this'study, a qualitative ‘approach including an interview
form was employed to cathering-data from 40 tourists. who had. traveled in temples
or Buddhist sites in Chiang Rai province: They were selected by accidental samplings
from four -eroups of Buddhist attractions.” The results found that most tourists had
traveled for Buddhist Tourism with various motivations including the devotion toward
abbot and holy. places or. objects, making merit, making a votive offering,
experiencing the beauty of art, and interior architecture with the identity of Buddhist
sites “in Chiang Rai province.. For-the tourists’ travel’ procedure, the tourists had
investigated | information about ~the travel -and  Buddhist attractions via 'intemet,
advertisement from-billboards, and the worth of mouth. Most-tourists had traveled by
their private vehicles for one day trip and 2-5 day trip/for some of them. Therefore, there
were six factors affecting the tourist behavior in Buddhist tourism including motivation and

stimulant, price, place, people, and sociat factor.

Keywords:Type, Process, Tourist-Behavior in Buddhist Tourism
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