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Language and Local Wisdom in terms of Thai Folk Pharmacopoeia
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to transliterate words of Thai Folk Pharmacopoeia
into Thai modern language and organize Folk Pharmacopoeia texts into a Document
Database. The study also aims to analyze the. memorandum and the body of
knowledge of Thai North Eastern Fotk Pharmacopoeia which can be found in Khamphi
Bai-Lan (Palm-leaf boek). A part of the-latter was benevelently provided by The Art
and Cultural Center of Nakhon“Ratchasima Rajabhat.University. and. consists of 1 book
divided into 29 palm-leaves, or 58 pages. The pages. havebeen transliterated and
analysed consecutively, and the findings presented in'the form‘of a descriptive
analysis.

It is to be pointed out that 178 Kamphi Ban-Lan books have been written by
folk healers relying on-traditional medicine for each disease or symptom. These books

shall be divided as follows :

- Exanthemetous Fever 98 books

- Grippe orInfluenza 15 books

- Excretory system and Introitus 11 books
- Prenatal, parturition and postpartum care 16 books
- Hematopoietic (Blood circutation) 6-books

= Oralicavity and-Pharynx 11 books
- Hiccup 5 books

- Spine pain 3 books

- Perspiration 1 books

- Abscess 2 books

- Khanthamala flue 5 books

- Epilepsy 1.book

- Skin Cancer 2 books

- Fever 4 books

As regards the linguistic analysis, these books were written in prose using

dialects of spoken language. Most of folk medicinal products have their names deriving
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from specific Isan (Northeast region) vocabulary, whereas some are mixed Common
Thai - Isan, and others are purely Common Thai.
These folk Pharmacopoeias mainly describe the medical folk wisdoms, with

interleaved beliefs based on Buddhism, such as :

- merit and karma': for instance, if a sickness could not be healed with
the help of a folk‘healer, it was thought-to.be a result of the patient’s bad karma.

- ~auspicious date.and time :\villagers.believed that the most effective day
for taking any form of remedy was on the moon day or-Buddhist day.

- the beliefs that medicinat products and healers should be rewarded
respectfully for their help and knowledge.

- the beliefs that incantations would enhance the treatment with a holy,

miraculous and powerful medicine.
Keywords : Language, “Locat- Wisdom, Thai Folk;Pharmacopoeia.
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