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ABSTRACT

The research project were collected from a case study group of 136 elderly who are living along of
the Huai Chorakhe Mak stream: 1) Bu Khi Lek village, Salaeng Phan sub-district, Lam Plai Mat district, 2)
Muang Tai village, Ban Bua sub-district, Muang district, 3) Nong Hua Ling village, Esarn sub-district, Muang
district, and 4) Esarn Temple community in Muang Buriram municipality in Muang district, Buriram province
by using purposive sampling technique. In-depth interview and a survey of the conditions of housing and
community’s environment were employed. The 3 objectives of the research were 1) to examine the
environment of public places in the community, 2) to investigate elderly housing, and 3) suggest
approaches for organizing friendly environment and housing for the elderly. It was found that most of
interviewees owned a house that was built 30 years ago. The home ownership belonged to the elderly.
The houses were built on the elderly lands. Most of the houses were built in a single house style --half of
the house was made out of concrete and the other half was made of wood. The houses have one storey
but the proportion/scale of the houses is similar to the proportion/scale of two storey houses. During day
time, most of the elderly spent their time at either a porch or an open basement of the house. At night,
the elderly slept on the ground floor. The conditions of the houses were associated with the economic
status and social status of the elderly. It was found that 2 elderly owned a house without electricity. There
were 4 elderly living in a house without a toilet. It was also found that most of the houses have not been
improved in order to provide convenience and security to the elderly to be in line with other areas. Most
of the elderly did not request for a house improvement for providing themselves convenience and
security, but they tried to get accustomed to their houses, adapt themselves to their houses, and be
careful when living in their houses instead. The environment in the community has not been improved
enough. From the observation, temples were the places that the elderly went to do activities the most but
there a risky condition that the elderly might fall down because the floors were slippery which caused a
problem to the elderly because they could not utilize the temples conveniently and safely. The important
obstacle for improving environment and housing was a budget. Therefore, improving the housing of the
elderly who have low income should rely on the assistance or support from social organizations such as
Local Administration Organization, Social Development and Human Security Office, charities, and private
sectors. These social organizations should step in and support the operation regarding organizing friendly
environment and housing for the elderly. Moreover, the people in the community must participate in
giving cares to the elderly in order to create the well-being in the community.

Keywords: elderly, environment, housing, Buriram province
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gisne wanuAdy. (2556, AUANWUS 20). Towseaueaw., UTuvuewinge. duntval
gfim Jusud. (2556, nuAUS 11). eaw., Uruld. dunivel

osyy deadies. . (2555, Sunen 7). odw., wuuindan. dunval

als Waud. (2555, uAL 8). eau., YUIWIABAA. dunTuel.
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