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ABSTRACT
Research Project: Designing Color Schemes for Contemporary Mudmee Silk
Researcher: Sombat Prajonsant
Organization: Buriram Rajabhat University
Budget: Research and Innovation for Transfer Technology to Rural

Community Project, Office of the Higher Education Commission of Lower North-Eastern
Region’s Higher Education Network, Office of the Higher Education Commission (OHEC),
fiscal year 2014.

This research was a creative design research. The information derived from the
research will be used as the information for developing the production plan and
designs. The objectives of the study were to design the color schemes for Mudmee
silk, try out the designs, and to follow up on the outcomes from the production
process made by the local weaving fabric producers’ group in Buriram province. The
research methodology was started from designing the color schemes and making the
Mudmee silk patterns for disseminating to the local weaving fabric producers’ group in
order to select one model pattern. Then the selected model pattern was used to
design 10 pieces of work according to the color schemes based on the color theory.
These 10 color scheme designs then were given to the Mudmee silk
weavers/producers to produce the outcomes by using their local wisdom. After the
designs were given, the researcher conducted the follow ups during the tying and
weaving process, and compared the outcomes with the designs. The results from the
study showed that the Mudmee silk producers could weave 3 pieces of Mudmee silk
exactly as the determined designs, 2 pieces of Mudmee silk similar to the designs, and
5 pieces of Mudmee silk differently from the designs. The reasons for this were dyeing
colors that were available in the market did not match with the colors/shades in the
designs and some Mudmee silk producers did not use the dyeing colors as determined
in the designs. The results also showed that the color schemes which were suitable for
Mudmee silk which provided the beautiful and contemporary looks as well as

convenience in the production included monochromatic colors, harmonious colors by



using 2 colors on the side of the color wheel, and complementary colors because the
values in the color wheel were not too close to each other. It was suggested that the
different values of the complementary colors must be used or neutral colors must be
added in order to highlight some of the patterns or to add more dimensions onto the
patterns. When trying to arrange Mudmee silk dyeing colors used by our ancestors
such as dark blue, yellow, red, green according to their values in the color wheel with
value division from the darkest value to the brightest value: purple (level 1) to yellow
(level 7), it was found that the local wisdom in terms of color using in Mudmee silk

could be decoded as the value of Mudmee pattern colors were 3, 5, and 7.
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