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Hope told a flattering tale,
Much longer than my atm,
That love and pots of ale

In peace would keep me warm
Anon
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TITLE Cambodian EFL Learners® Strategies and Perceptions for Coping
with Unknown Words in Reading Non-instructional English Texts
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Assistant Professor Dr. Suthiap La-ongthong Co-advisor

DEGREE Master of Arts MAJOR English
SCHOOL Buriram Rajabhat University YEAR 2010
ABSTRACT

Strategy use has been one of the most effective factors that affect the reading
performance of readers. The main objective of this study was to investigate the word-attack
strategies used and perceptions of unknown words in non-instructional English texts of 31
scholarship students in a sophomore classroom at the Institute of I oreign Languages, the Royal
University of Phnom Penh, Cambodia. The study attempted to explore the differences between
the three high proficient learners and three low proficient learners, selected from the class in
terms of frequency, type and outcome of strategies used, as well as the beliefs in their choice of
strategies.

In the current research, a case study approach, with the self-reporting techniques, was
adopted. Theresearch instruments for the data collection included: (1) vocabulary test; (2) a
questionnaire on vocabulary strategy use; (3) think-aloud protocols of two reading tasks; and ®
a deléyed semi-structured interview for each of the participants.

For quantitative analyses, the main research findings revealed that all the surveyed
sophomore scholarship students used all five broad categories of word-attack strategies with

moderate frequency of overall use. Guessing / skipping / ignoring categories were the most
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often used, and word form categories were the least often used. The order of use of the word-
attack strategies employed by high and low proficient learners was rather similar. There was not
significant difference in the overall use of word-attack strategies between high and low
proficient learners. Tn terms of qualitative way, the three high proficient learners adopted a
wider range of strategies with frequency significantly higher than the three proficient learners
did. The high proficient learners preferred the use of the more independent strategies, but the
low proficient learners relied much more on outside sources, especially on the use of
dictionaries. Their perception of the purpose of English used as free reading has significant
impact on shaping their choices of strategies used to cope with unknown words.

In addition, it is suggested from the research that the implementation of strategic training
on word-attack strategies as well as the teaching of morphological knowledge be emphasized
and enhanced in the local English curriculum and textbooks for learning English as a foreign
language. It is also suggested that the culture of “reading together” both at university and at
home be highly recommended and cultivated to enhance the students’ capabilities in coping with

the meanings of unknown words in reading non-instructional English texts.
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Table 3.1 Surveyed Students’ Demographic Information

. . Group

Classification Arts (N=40) __ Science (N=40)
Gender
Female 21 (53%) 24 (60%)
Male _ 19 (47%) 16 (40%)
Age
16 16 (40%) 26 (65%)
17 22 (55%) 13 (33%)
18 2 (5%) 1 (2%)

As indicated in the table above, there were 40 students in the arts group: 21
female (53%) and 19 male (47%) students. The science group consisted of 40
students: 24 female (60%) and 16 male (40%%) students. Interestingly, female students
vastly outnumbered male students in both groups. The surveyed students’ ages
ranged from 16 to 18. A total of 22 (55%) and 26 (65%) respondents who were 17
and 16 years old represented the majority of the students in the arts and science group,

respectively.
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Conduet instructional packages in English writing on past tenses

X

Examined/Improved

!

Individual Trial

X

Examined/Improved

X

Small Group Trial

k

Examined/Tmproved

k:

Field Trial

L
Assessment of efficiency of the instructional packages

in English writing on past tenses

Figure 3.1 Steps of Trying out Instructional Packages

Source: Suwanbenjakul (2002: 52)
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